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» “PROTESTING PROTESTS”

As stem cell biologists,
were concerned Utah
law will lead to boom
in snake ol sales

SEAN J.
MORRISON

On May 1, Utah’s law SB 199, treated using stem cells. These

Placental Tissue Amendments.
goes into effect. Despite the in-
nocuous-sounding name, this
law puts the people of Utah at risk
by promoting the sale of unprov-
en placental “stem cell” products
that are not approved by the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA).
The Legislature thus endorsed
the idea that the safety and ef-
fectiveness of medical products
need not be proven before sale to
the people of Utah.

This law opens a door for bad
mon secking to sell fake stem

ot.'ll product has ever been proven
to be effective for the treatment of
amy medical condition in controlled
clinical trials. Moreover, illegal-
ly-marketed unproven stem cell
therapies have harmed consumers.
There are bundreds of compa-
mies in the United States that il-
k'f,m ly market “stem cell thera-
pies” that have not been shown
to be safe and effective in dini-
cal trials. Often these companies
make broad claims shout the sbil-
ity of these products to care many
conditions. However, there isno
one-size-fits-a1l stem cell thers-
Py that can cure 2 wide range of
medical conditions involving dif-
Sach

tissues. itns are ot

only unsupported by clinical data,
they are often not even biological-
Iy sible

pha

As stem ocll biologists. we know
that very few medical conditions
can currently be successfully
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conditions mostly involve the
transplantation of blood-form-
ing stem cells, sach as in 2 bone
marrow transplant. This is done
1o treat certain blood cancers as
well as rare genetic conditions,
such as sickle cell disease. How-
ever, these therapies can only be
safely and effectively adminis-
tered in major medical centers
and can have life-threstening
side effects. Most other kinds of
stem cells have never been shown
10 be effective for the treatment
of anything.

Sadly. there are now several
examples of healthcare provid-
ers who preyed on desperate pa-
taents by selling fake stem cesl
therapies. Utah's SB 199 could
lead 10 2 boom in the sale of snake
oil in Utsh.

Federal regulations represent
the main protection agsinst fake
stem cell therapies. The FDA pro-
hibits the marketing of stem cel
products whose safety and ef-
fectiveness have not been prov-
en in climical trials. The Federal

Commiss nforces laws
against mislead:ng advertising
Both agencies have brought soc
cessful cases against companies
that sodd unproven stem oedl ther-
apies, including placental prod-
ucts. However. the growing num-
ber of such compunies has created
an escalating problem akin to 2
gammne of Whac-A-Mole.

Utah's S B. 199 50t only malkes

it degal for compamies to sell

Winter Olympics. This would not have b
.—mxmnmr ohden Exdles
s

unproven placental stem cell
products in Utah but it attempts

to undermine federal regulation
by expiicitly stating that “A heaith
care provider... may perform a
stem cell therapy that is not ap-
proved by lhe\ Inited States Food
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and effectiveness of experimen-
tal medical products. While SB
199 requires that providers dis-
close that products are not FDA
approved, this is already done
by many companies that sell un-
pﬁm—n rhenvnes This does not

and Drug A ation.” The
FDA not only examines the evi-
dence supporting safety and ef-
fectiveness, it also examines the
manufacturing process to en
sure consistent quality. Com-
panies that do not follow FDA
regulations sometimes also cut
corners on quality controi. bead
ing to products that are contam-
inated with pathogens.
Stem cell research is like

Iy to yield more cures in the fu-
tare; however, it takes decades
o develop safe and effective new
therapies. There are many differ-
ent types of stem cells, with dif-
ferent biological properties that
must be precisely matched to the
condition being treated. Years of
pre-clinical research is regn

in this pipeline
weere once considered p
Bt were found to be

or data sccess need
aluate the safery

Group is looking for
N

from bey-
ing such therapies when the di-
closure is coupled with mislead-

ims about effectiveness

Mtah are at risk of being
harmed by a law that undermines
federal regulation and promotes
the sale of unproven therapies.
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Homage to Utal's hockey past

A capacity crowd turned out t the Delts Cen
ter 1o welcame the new NHL Team To many it
Was 2 Surprise. 10 others it was the legacy of the
onginz professiona] hockey teun — the Sadt
Lake Goilden Eagles.

The Gollden Eagles cume 10 Salt Latke City in
2969 and Utahy's dowe afibuir with hoackes began, as
m.nnnps“cm-.-vmm AS 3 voung-
ster ] attended gumes und played hockey 1 2
vouth leagne. Since then. 1 huve beer. 2 lifedong
hodey fan, doe 1o the Golden Eagles influence

The Golden Eagles won five chumpionsips
Thes made appearznces all over the valley and
were involved with the community. Thes were
& salid ongunization that iusted 25 veuns. The
Galiden Engfles were Utah's hockes tesm’ Then
they were sold.

Hockey in Utsh hus continued to flourish
with the Utsh Grizzlies and during the 2002
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begzn with the Golden Eag and shonic
tizme their legacy of hodes in Utady
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